
Press release 

 
The Royal Museums of the Fine Arts of Belgium 

 
 

JAN FABRE. CHAPTERS I-XVIII. WAXES & 
BRONZES 

 
 

12.10.2012 > 15.05.2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Jan Fabre is a visual artist, man of the theatre and writer. He is born in Antwerp in 1958. At 
the end of the seventies he followed a training at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts and at the 
Municipal Institute of Decorative Arts and Handicrafts in Antwerp. His first works are dated 
from that time. Jan Fabre produces installations, sculptures, drawings, films and 
performances.  
 
Among his best known works let us mention Tivoli (1990) (Malines), the castle he entirely 
covered with silk paper painted with ballpoint pen ink, The Man who measured the Clouds 
(1998), a bronze sculpture that has been placed a.o. in the S.M.A.K. (Ghent), de Singel 
(Antwerp) and the 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art (Kanazawa), the sculptures 
garden of Catanzaro (Italy) and, last but not least, Heaven of Delight (2002), a fixed work 
ordered by Her Majesty Queen Paola of Belgium for the Mirrors Gallery in the Brussels Royal 
Palace. 
 
Through the years he has produced a great oeuvre and he has become a worldwide famous 
artist. 

Just like former exhibitions as in the Louvre Jan Fabre’s works in the Royal Museums of Fine 
Arts of Belgium will be integrated in the circuit through the rooms devoted to the Old 
Masters. In the area close to the prestigious Rubens room the artist will stage-manage a 
classic sculptures gallery with a serial presentation of contemporary self-portraits in 
traditional wax and bronze. Having chosen an eye-catching floor with a black & white 
draught board motive the artist wishes to integrate the tradition of the historical galleries in 
his concept. Fantastic and well-tempered order converge in an area that unites the artistic-
historical tradition and a topical human image, what supports the reading of the sculptures 
contents. 

About the exhibition «Chapters I – XVIII. Waxes & Bronzes» Jan Fabre says : 
 
“I have made 18 bronze and 18 wax sculptures. All of them are busts. One sees as well the 
young Jan Fabre as the Jan Fabre into his seventies. All the sculptures have animals ears and 
horns. Like Pinocchio. Horns which resemble aerials. I consider this as a self-portrait. The 
self-portrait as an aspiration to the other and foreign. It is a research on the physiognomy. 
The perfectly polished bronze sculptures are almost like death masks. Because each self-
portrait is a death mask in a certain sense. All these sculptures result from a post-mortem 
state of life.(…) These sculptures are a part of an enquiry about the human body. And where 
does it start ? With a glance at the mirror. You discover who you are and in this way you 
discover that you are a part of the world. You look at the mirror and you see how your 
person changes, how vulnerable you are. Everybody is in a continuous state of change. But 
naturally by making these sculptures I also laugh with myself. You see the obstinate Jan 
Fabre, the coarse Jan Fabre, the diabolic Jan Fabre, and the foolish Jan Fabre. There is a kind 
of irony in it, of course.” 

 
 
 

EDITIONS 

Edition of a RMFAB – Notebook Jan Fabre, dedicated to the artist’s works in the museum 
collection. Author: Anna Kreuzträger (French/ Dutch) 



On the occasion of the exhibition the luxuriant catalogue “Jan Fabre. Chapters I – XVIII. 
Waxes & Bronzes” will be republished.  
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