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I. Introduction 
 

 

René Magritte passed away 50 years ago, on 15 August 1967. In 2017, major institutions and 

cultural actors come together to pay tribute to this undeniable art icon.  

 

Numerous activities linked to this Tribute Year Magritte are unveiled – by the Royal 

Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, WPG Editions Belgium, Knokkke-Heist and the Atomium –  

during the press conference held on Wednesday 17 May at 11am at the Magritte Museum. 

 

Within the context of the Magritte year, the major cultural 

institutions and players developed a common label to ensure a 

greater visibility of the events organized in homage to René 

Magritte.  

All partners of this important action offer a 2€ advantage to visitors 

who participate in this national Magritte track. 

 

 

II. Programme press conference 

 
Wednesday 17 May 2017 

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium (RMFAB) 

MAGRITTE Museum  |  1 Place Royale  |  1000 Brussels  |  level -2 

 

Programme 

 

10:45     Welcoming of the journalists 

 

11:00     Speeches (Dutch/French) 

- Introduction | Michel DRAGUET, General Director of the Royal Museums of Fine Arts 

of Belgium 

- Official opening of the Magritte Year | Jeroen OVERSTIJNS, CEO of WPG Uitgevers 

and representing Charly HERSCOVICI, president of the Magritte Foundation 

- Events at Knokke-Heist | Count Leopold LIPPENS, Mayor of Knokke-Heist 

- Exhibition at Atomium | Henri SIMONS, Director of the Atomium 

- Exhibition "Magritte & Contemporary Art" and other projects at RMFAB | Michel 

DRAGUET 

 

11:30      Questions & Answers 

Visit of the Magritte Museum and the temporary exhibition "The Poetry Factory" 

 

12:15     Press Lunch (at the Museum Café) 

 

12:45     Possibility to discover the Magritte-ceiling in the Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert 
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III. WPG Editions Belgium 

Opening speech of the Magritte Tribute Year 2017 

by Jeroen Overstijns, CEO WPG Editions Belgium : 

 

Dear guests, 

 

This country has produced many great painters. But even 

in this gallery of Titans, René Magritte is unique. 

Our twentieth century is René Magritte; our surrealism is 

René Magritte; our country is René Magritte. 

This unpretentious man fulfilled an ambition that he dared 

not dream of. He painted himself into the soul of this 

nation. Belgium can be so intangible sometimes, but its 

contours flowed from the bristles of his brushes. 

Therefore, I am incredibly proud to declare the memorable René Magritte commemoration 

year officially open as of today. 

I do this first and foremost on behalf of Charly Herscovici, the heir and patron of René 

Magritte's oeuvre. Charly couldn't be here today, but his support has been of crucial 

importance. I am grateful to be allowed to speak on his behalf and I thank him for this 

opportunity. 

I also gladly open the commemoration year on behalf of my publishing house, WPG België. 

We have worked with Charly for many years to draw up the licences related to René 

Magritte's oeuvre. Together we guard his legacy and his international appeal. I can assure 

you that this is an honour for our publishing house. 

We at WPG are proud to say that have taken many initiatives as part of this commemoration 

year. I also want to thank the city of Knokke-Heist and Belfius; they gave us so much support. 

Collaboration takes things to a higher level.  

In our high ambitions, we also came across Henri Simons of the Atomium and Michel Draguet 

of the Magritte Museum. I am more than grateful to them. Together we form a rather unique 

alliance whose goal is to make you enthusiastic, or probably even more enthusiastic, about 

this artist we all cherish. 

This year WPG will publish several books about Magritte, ranging from a thriller written by 

Toni Coppers, which will be out on 19 June, captivating portraits by Eric Rinckhout and 

Siegfried Göhr in August and September, and a children's book entitled Magritte for kids that 

will appear in June. 

WPG is also the producer of - what looks like - a more than promising exhibition related to 

experiencing Magritte in the Atomium in Brussels. Where else? That exhibition will open in 

September. 

Where else you ask? Well, I'll tell you. In Knokke-Heist. Is there any other location where 

Magritte's clouds appear so frequently and so distinctly as in Knokke-Heist? He painted them 

so beautifully, as a symbol of our irrepressible joys and desires but also of our fears and 

ambitions. Many months ago we realised that Magritte's iconography is everywhere on the 

beach of Knokke-Heist. With your feet in the sand, you are standing in a painting. This summer 

Knokke-Heist will be the setting of one of the most spectacular things to happen recently in 

Europe related to modern art: a virtual reality tour through the world of René Magritte. I have 
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already seen it and I can assure you that you step into a different world when you put on 

those glasses. It is amazing and the most innovative homage that one can think of. 

I have one last thing to say before giving the floor to Count Leopold Lippens, the mayor of 

Knokke-Heist. A few months ago Charly Herscovici and I visited the beautiful Magritte 

retrospective in the Centre Pompidou in Paris. Significantly, it was one of the most successful 

exhibitions ever in the Centre Pompidou. I saw the most diverse audience that you can 

imagine, all ages were walking around and admiring the master. A few weeks later I saw that 

my 3-year-old daughter had looked at a book of Magritte paintings at school together with 

the teacher. That doesn't work with any other painter at such an early age. 

Ladies and gentlemen, let's take a moment to realise what is happening. Our country will be 

hosting one of the greatest and most spirited artists of this era this summer and in the autumn. 

Let's be proud of that. And visit the shows in large numbers. Thank you very much. 

IV. Events at Knokke-Heist 
 

Speech of Count Leopold Lippens  

Dear guests, 

 

Knokke-Heist celebrates the 50th anniversary of Magritte’s 

death. Gustave Nellens turned the Casino into the leading 

centre for culture on the Belgian coast. Major summer 

exhibitions were organised under his supervision, featuring 

work by such artists as Picasso, Matisse, Max Ernst, Chagall, Dali, 

Warhol, Rauschenberg, Beuys,… . 

 

Magritte was an unknown artist but thanks to his artistic friends 

Emile Langui, Paul Gustave van Hecke and Eduard Mesens he 

got in touch with Gustave Nellens. He wanted a 70-metre long 

panoramic fresco, that was 7 metres wide. He hesitated 

between Magritte and Delvaux, but finally he opted for Magritte.  

 

Magritte started to work in 1952 and the fresco was finished before easter 1953, just before 

the summer exhibition of Max Ernst. 3 times a week Magritte travelled by train to Knokke-

Heist to direct the team of 4 painters and to check how they progressed.  

The fresco was painted in the former small gaming room of the Casino of Knokke, where the 

monumental chandelier in Venetian Murano crystal with 2700 lamps hung. The combination of 

the artwork and the chandelier caused a real culture schock in 1953. 

Thanks to the fresco, Magritte became a well-known artist and we are very proud that 

Knokke-Heist owns one of his most famous and classified works.  

So it will come as no surprise that we wish to pay tribute to Magritte, fifty years after his death. 

Together with WPG Publishers, Belfius and the Casino, we succeeded in developing four 

events that will undoubtedly appeal to our visitors. Here’s a brief overview of what we have 

in store for you. 
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A virtual tour under the bowler hat 

From 30 June until 3 September, you will be completely immersed in the magical Magritte 

atmosphere in the Magritte Experience on the beach near the Casino. The main attraction will 

be the Magritte Virtual Reality Tour. Step into a large bowler hat, put on some VR glasses and 

take a breath-taking journey through the painter’s world as you float through his most 

important works.   

Fifty people can sit under the bowler hat simultaneously. The entire site on the beach covers 

an area of 5,000 square metres. If you prefer to continue your stay in Magritte’s universe after 

your virtual journey, you can pop into the Magritte bar. The Magritte shop sells some lovely 

souvenirs and the organisers have also thought of several creative activities for children. 

 

An enchanting fresco in the casino 

If you buy a ticket to the Magritte Experience, you will 

also have the unique opportunity to explore the artist’s 

famous fresco, The Enchanted Realm in the Casino. The 

Magritte Room will exceptionally be open to the public 

this summer. So if you want to admire this amazing 70-

metre long and 4-metre high artwork, then Knokke-Heist 

is the place to be this summer! 

 

 

A treasure hunt for people of all ages 

We also developed a treasure hunt and walk for people of all ages. As you know, René 

Magritte loved games. Look at his paintings and you will realise that understanding their 

meaning can be quite an undertaking. During a treasure hunt in Knokke-Heist, the master of 

Belgian Surrealism will delight in tricking you again and again. Stop in 15 locations in our town, 

where you must carry out an assignment or do some detective work. A fun way to spend 

some time with your family and the walk only takes about an hour. An app will guide you from 

one spot to the next. The treasure hunt starts at the tourist office in Lichttorenplein in Knokke-

Heist.  

 

Magritte and the sea exhibition 

Magritte was inspired by the sea in at least 25 of his most famous works. The beach and the 

waves, the sea and the sky often serve as a backdrop for his surrealist interpretations. 

Together with the Magritte expert Eric Rinckhout, we have developed an exciting autumn 

exhibition. From 20 October until 14 January, you can discover the story of Magritte, the artist 

and René, the man and the sea, in the Scharpoord cultural centre in Knokke-Heist.  

As you can see, Knokke-Heist is finally giving Magritte the tribute he deserves this summer 

and this autumn. I would like to express my thanks again to our partners Belfius, WPG 

Publishers and the Casino for this partnership. I think we developed an amazing programme 

with them and I am convinced that the celebration of the Magritte year in Knokke-Heist will 

absolutely be a major attraction this year.    

 

I hope to welcome you in our lovely seaside resort during the Magritte year! 
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V. Exhibition in the Atomium 
 

Magritte, Atomium meets surrealism. 

  

Let René Magritte and the Atomium, two 

monumental examples of Belgium’s cultural 

heritage, launch you into an all-sensory experience, 

an unmissable event for one and all. This is Magritte 

as you have never seen him before – a must for 

visitors!  

 

Fifty years after René Magritte’s death, the Atomium 

pays a unique tribute to one of the great figures of 

the Belgian Surrealist movement.  

 

From 21 September 2017, the Atomium invites both the 

young and the not-so-young to discover René 

Magritte through a fun experience full of surprises. 

Certain key works by the major Belgian Surrealist artist 

will be displayed in an innovative scenography. 

Visitors will be immersed in the Surrealist universe of René Magritte, whose paintings will 

be transformed into exhibition sets, split into sections for close examination. Enter the 

magical world of Belgium’s greatest artist. Weave your way around his bowler-hatted 

figures, his clouds and birds. Discover the secret messages hidden in his paintings, explore 

the extraordinary and captivating settings depicted in his masterpieces.  

 

The aim behind the exhibition is to acquaint visitors with the world of René Magritte and, in 

this way, to introduce them to Surrealism. With this in view, the experience will unfold as 

follows. Firstly, visitors will quite literally penetrate Magritte’s world, as they are plunged 

into the renowned artist’s Surrealist realm. Some works will be presented in 3D in actual size, 

as elements forming part of the exhibition scenography, and visitors will walk through the 

set like characters in a play, soaking up the atmosphere.  

 

This will bring them face to face with the key elements in Magritte’s paintings: they will be 

able to linger awhile among the clouds, the famous birds will be suspended above their 

heads, and they will have green apples to use as seats. Music to suit the setting and 

theatrical lighting will provide the finishing touches to the overall ambience, reflecting the 

intention of making these artistic works of genius accessible to everyone. A fun yet 

educational experience, the exhibition brings to light certain details that have rarely been 

discussed, but which will be revealed through this particular way of perceiving Magritte’s 

work.  

 

Our aim is to show visitors the conceptual world between image, pictorial art, speech and 

reality. The carefully selected key works present Magritte’s world and the iconic elements 

that embody it in all its forms:  
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THE LOVERS (1928) 

There is a strong link between the enshrouded face and Magritte’s own life story, but this is 

also an example of the double meaning so favoured by the renowned artist, as the faces 

are veiled by cloth.  

 

THE SON OF MAN (1964) 

Here we see the easily identifiable motifs so closely associated with Magritte: the bowler 

hat, the apple, the hidden face and the clouds.  

 

THE DOUBLE SECRET (1927) 

The image is nothing more than a layer, a ‘film’ that may be cut out and repositioned, thereby 

covering a totally different, obscure image.  

 

Alongside these paintings, displayed in sections, the exhibition will feature memorable 

quotes by Magritte – in relation to his art and to Surrealism – as well as screenings of a range 

of his paintings, illustrating other elements of his artistic realm. This original exhibition was 

proposed by the Atomium and will also be held there. It will take account of the striking 

architecture of this building, a symbol of Brussels and part of its heritage.  

Just like Magritte’s work, the Atomium presents us with something that seems impossible, 

yet there it stands before us, its nine spheres hovering in the air. Magritte and the Atomium; 

what could be more typically Belgian than this particular union? 

 

Educational workshops for schoolchildren will be held in conjunction with the exhibition. 

During the school holidays, courses for 6 to 12 year olds will conduct their own particular 

exploration into the world of Surrealism and Magritte’s iconic works. And for the adults, 

guided lectures and cultural activities are also included in the programme! 

 

Practical information: 

The exhibition opens on 21/09/2017 and runs until 10/09/2018. 

Open every day from 10am until 6pm, the cash desk closes at 5.30pm 

www.atomium.be/magritte  

info@atomium.be – 02/475 47 75 

VI. Events in the Magritte Museum 
 

The Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium plan a number of activities around Magritte, 

including two exhibitions: 

1) Main exhibition ‘MAGRITTE and contemporary art’  

Since his death in 1967, Magritte has never ceased to be alive and is still alive. The exhibition in 

the RMFAB will show this by focusing on the dialogue that Marcel Broodthaers started with 

Magritte’s work in 1964. The influence of the ‘word-paintings’ (1927-1929) was decisive both in 

Belgium and the United States, and contributed to the emergence of Conceptualism. 

Broodthaers' huge debt to Magritte was based on a common interest in Mallarmé. 

 

 



  

#magritte2017  
 

 
© Charly Herscovici c/o SABAM, Belgium © The Estate of Marcel Broodthaers c/o SABAM, Belgium © The Estate of Keith Haring c/o SABAM, 

Belgium 

 

Broodthaers befriended Magritte at the end of the war. It developed at a time when 

Magritte intended to redefine Surrealism by placing it in full sunlight and from a driving desire 

that would mark his Renoir period. This period ended ‘naturally’ with the series of works 

described as ‘vache’, and exhibited in 1948 in Paris. This trashing of painting by painting itself in 

an exuberant gesture marked and still marks much of contemporary creation. Far from the 

search for critical knowledge that was at the heart of the Magritte-Broodthaers relation, the 

aim here is to re-establish the importance of the subject, if only in an ironic way. 
 

This exhibition will bring together artists who, since the 1980s, have productively entered 

into dialogue with Magritte’s ‘vache’ period. From George Condo to Gavin Turk, from Sean 

Landers to David Altmedj, Magritte's work constitutes a crucial reference for any artist who 

intends to reflect on the very production of an image, on the representation or 

transposition of something real as a likeness. 

 

“I love the wide range of Magritte’s art, including his sculptures.  There is this aspect of Magritte 

about dealing with the world around us, and there is a certain materiality, a reality about that 

world that he creates, even though he makes these strange juxtapositions.”  

Jeff Koons 

 

         

Marcel Broodthaers, Modèle: La Pipe, 1969. Plaque ; Gavin Turk, Oscar II, 2000, Bronze peint; Marcel-Louis Baugniet, René Magritte, 

1967, Collage, crayon et huile sur triplex inv. 7753, MRBAB, Bruxelles / photo : Photo d'art Speltdoorn & Fils, Bruxelles © SABAM 

Belgium 

 

Curator of the exhibition 

Michel DRAGUET 

General Director of the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium 
 

Dates  

13.10.2017 > 18.02.2018 

Both this exhibition and the Magritte Museum will be exceptionally open 7 days a week - 

from 13.10.2017 to 18.02.2018 
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Address  

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium  

Level -4 

3 rue de la Régence   |   1000 Brussels 

2) Thematic exbibition “Marcel Lecomte. The secret chambers of surrealism” 

From 1960 to 1966, Lecomte’s contribution in the Royal Museums of Fine Arts was much 

appreciated.  Shortly after his death, his personal archives and library were handed to the 

Archives of Contemporary Art. The exhibition uncovers several of these documents, as 

well as works by artists and writers that were dear to him, photographs, items of his 

correspondence, some outstanding publications of the surrealist movement, film clips and 

radio recordings.  

Son of the painter Émile Lecomte, Marcel Lecomte (1900-1966) 

entered into artistic life in 1918 under the influence of Clément 

Pansaers, the most eminent Belgian "Dada".  He then joined the 

modernists of the 7 Arts magazine before rallying to the 

Correspondance group under the leadership of Paul Nougé, and 

thus Surrealism. In 1923, he revealed the work of Giorgio de 

Chirico to René Magritte. His poetic work is characterized by a 

careful attention to surprises and coincidences, with an acute 

sense of the moment.He saw in the work of art the magic mirror of 

the artist. At the end of the war, Pierre Alechinsky produced two 

illustrations for his book Le Sens des Tarots. He would also be the central figure of Salon Noir, 

the first significant ‘installation’ created by Broodthaers, in 1966. 

 

Far from advocating a revolution, Lecomte was receptive to contemporary creation 

provided it was nourished by a certain past, in search of lost secrets, a back story. He wrote 

as a poet, just as Magritte accomplished a poetic act through his paintings. Hélène Prigogine 

saw in Lecomte ‘our last aesthete’ and Jean Paulhan, the 'grey eminence' of modern French 

literature, considered him ‘a true and great writer’. Paul Colinet represented him leaning 

towards a friend, in a room with infinite contours. Discreet but constant, his presence 

accompanied the whole history of Surrealism.   

 
Curator of the exhibition 

Philippe DEWOLF 
 

Philippe Dewolf (Brussels, 1952) studied journalism at the ULB (Université Libre de Bruxelles) and drawing 

at the Academy of Fine Arts of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode. From 1979 to 2013, he was responsible for cultural 

programs at the Belgian Radio-Television of the French Community (RTBF). He republished the literary and 

artistic works as well as the complete collected poems by Marcel Lecomte (1900-1966) of which he is 

preparing a new biography. Lecomte, a man of letters in the full meaning of the term, was part of the first 

Surrealists circle in Belgium and helped Magritte coming into its own.  He also built up a great complicity 

with Broodthaers who immortalised him in the picture of his death not long before he passed away. 

From 1961 to 1966, Lecomte was called upon to work for the documentation service of the Royal 

Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium. 
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Dates  

13.10.2017 > 18.02.2018 

Both this exhibition and the Magritte Museum will be exceptionally open 7 days a week - 

from 13.10.2017 to 18.02.2018 
 

Address  

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium  

Level -3 

3 rue de la Régence   |   1000 Brussels 

 

3) Social project : “The poetry factory, a small temporary museum” 

The Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, still in partnership with the non-

profit organization Midis de la Poésie in Brussels, and with the support of 

Engie Foundation, propose a third edition of an interesting social project. 

 

Nativitas, a social restaurant, and Le Caria, an association which is involved in literacy missions, 

were accompanied by Dominique Maes, author and illustrator of books for youth, and above 

all, CEO of "La Grande Droguerie Poétique, magasin de produits imaginaires", a store largely 

inspired by the world of Magritte, Broodthaers, Duchamp … 

 

On the very principle of la Grande Droguerie Poétique (continuous 

creation of imaginary and metaphorical products allowing the 

improvement of the human condition by the expression of multiple 

desires), Dominique Maes – writer and illustrator – requested the 

participants to create their own imaginary product, inspired by their 

individual experience, their personal culture and their journey 

through life. It is therefore both a work of poetic writing and image 

creation, nourished by the influence of René Magritte. 

 

Both groups enjoyed an outside visit, a guided tour of the Magritte 

Museum, and a creative workshop before continuing the project 

with a series of 5 specific workshops, culminating in an exhibition of 

objects in one of the rooms of the Magritte Museum, accessible to 

all visitors free of charge. 

 

Dates  

30.03.2017 > 28.05.2017 

 

Address 

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium  

Magritte Museum   |   Level -3 

3 rue de la Régence   |   1000 Brussels 

www.fine-arts-museum.be  
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4) Two new audio guides for children and teenagers! 

New audio guides for children and teenagers are available 

at the Magritte Museum! They renew the experience of your 

family visit with exclusive content that plunges you into the 

surrealist world of Magritte. The mystery, the absurd, the 

unexpected are evoked with great originality.   

 

For the children, about thirty works and documents of the 

collection are approached through a funny and percussive 

dialogue between a child and René Magritte. For adolescents, some twenty works and 

documents from the collection are commented on through a sensory approach, stimulating 

philosophical yet accessible reflection. 

 

Practical information: 

 

Audio guide for children  

- 6 to 11 y.o. 

- 5 languages: EN, FR, NL, IT, DE 

- Price: € 4 

 

Audio guide for teenagers 

- 12 to 18 y.o. 

- U5 languages: EN, FR, NL, IT, DE 

- UPrice: € 4 

Project initiated by the Maecenas Circle in collaboration with Educateam and with the kind authorization of Charly 

Herscovici, Magritte Foundation 

 

These audio guides come in addition to the exisiting offer of visitor’s tools :: 

- Audio guide for adults (EN, FR, NL, IT, SP, DE) 

- Visio-guide for deaf or hard-of-hearing adults (EN, NL, FR) 

5) Renewed Magritte Museum website 

The website - which was launched at the opening of the Magritte 

Museum in 2009 - will be integrated into the general website of 

the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium and will be 

redesigned during the summer of 2017. Through this new, user-

friendly online platform, the visitor will be able to obtain all the 

information necessary to prepare his visit 

or to extend it. For every public 

(students, teachers, children, etc.) access 

to the various resources will be facilitated and will allow to immerse 

even more in the surreal world of Magritte. The online Magritte Shop 

will also be an inexhaustible source of inspiration for those looking for 

a souvenir or an original gift. 
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6) Magritte Museum accessible 7 days a week! 

Throughout the duration of the main exhibition ‘Magritte and contemporary art’, 

from 13 October 2017 to 18 February 2018, the Magritte Museum will be 

exceptionally open 7 days a week! It will be one of the few museums in 

Brussels to be accessible also on Mondays (10 am - 5 pm). 

 
MAGRITTE, The Smile of the Devil © Ch. Herscovici, with his kind permission c/o SABAM Belgium 

 

7) Magritte Beer. When a Belgian Icon meets another! 

This could be one of the craziest projects of Magritte 2017: 

the Magritte Museum is going to launch a unique beer in 

honour of the great Belgian surrealist to evoke his 

fascinating and sparkling universe. 

 

The Magritte Museum has partnered with the Brasserie de 

la Senne to develop this 100% Belgian & surreal beer. It is 

the first time that an art museum develops a beer whose 

characteristics (colour, radiance, head, nose, taste, ...) are 

studied so that they reflect René Magritte's witty work. 

This quirky reference would no doubt have pleased the artist who used to go to the cafe La 

Fleur en Papier Doré with his surrealist friends or the Greenwich for a game of chess in the 

heart of Brussels. 

 

Produced in limited edition, the bottles (33cl) will be exclusively available in the Museum 

Café and Museum Shops at the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, from September 2017. 

 

8) Activities in the Magritte Museum 

For children and primary schools 

Guided tours, workshops, ‘La valise de Monsieur Magritte’ (Mister Magritte’s suitcase), 

creative workshops, ‘Promenades contées-promenades signées’ (spoken and signed 

visits) … 

 

For secondary and high schools 

Guided tours, literary visits ‘Art par les textes’ (Art through texts), Midis de la Poésie, 

educational tours … 

 

For adults and literary groups 

Guided tours, literary visits ‘Art par les textes’ (Art through texts), conferences … 
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Magritte accessibility and made to measure 

Visits in sign language, visits for people with a physical or mental disability, for social 

associations, visits extra-muros 

 

Series of conferences ‘Magritte and contemporary art’ 

50 years after his death in 1967, Magritte has become a key figure in popular culture and a 

figurehead for many contemporary artists... 

 

   
David Altmejd, Bodybuilder – René Magritte, The Indiscreet Jewels 

 

Through 10 conferences, you will be able to explore with researchers, academics, lecturers 

and other specialists, the results and successful expressions of this 'filiation' by cross-

referencing the works of Marcel Mariën, Jasper Johns, Marcel Broodthaers, William Copley, 

Joseph Kosuth, Evelyn Axel or David Altmejd, and others. 

 

Practical info: 

3 October - 10 October - 17 October - 24 0ctober - 7 November - 14 November –  

21 November- 28 November - 5 December - 12 December 

 

Fee per conference: 8 € / 6 € (Friends of the Museums, seniors, unemployed, students) 

Subscription for 10 conferences (cycle 1 or cycle 2): 72 € / 54 € (Friends of the Museums, 

seniors, unemployed, students)  

 

Information : 

T + 32(0)2 508 33 52 

reservation@fine-arts-museum.be 

jean.philippe.theyskens@fine-arts-museum.be 

 

Adress : 

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium  

3 rue de la Régence   |   1000 Brussels 

www.fine-arts-museum.be  
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ABOUT THE MAGRITTE MUSEUM 
 

The Magritte Museum presents the largest collection of the 

renowned Belgian artist René Magritte: 230 works and archives are 

showcased. A ‘must see' according to visitors from around the 

world, as the museum and its surreal universe never ceases to 

fascinate all publics. The multidisciplinary space brings together 

paintings, gouaches, drawings, sculptures and painted objects, as 

well as advertising posters, musical scores, photographs and films. 

Over 300,000 visitors discover the Magritte Museum every year. 

 
The setting up of this museum, containing works belonging to the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium 

or from deposits of private collectors and public institutions, was made possible by the skills 

sponsorship of the French and Belgian subsidiaries of ENGIE (GDF SUEZ) and the support of the Magritte 

Foundation. 

 

 

The Magritte Museum in figures 

 

• + 2,300,000 visitors in 8 years 

• Average of +300,000 visitors a year: the success of the large retrospective exhibition 

organized in 1998 has become an annual success! 

• N°1: the largest collection of works by René Magritte 

• N°1: the most important collection of works from his “vache” period 

• 234 works and archives displayed on 2,500 m² and over 5 floors 

• 120 m² of space for pedagogical and creative workshops 

• 1st sponsorship/public-private partnership in the art field 

• 65% of foreign visitors 

• 8 nominations and awards 

• + 800 VIPs were received in the Magritte Museum 

• Visioguides in 6 languages (French, Dutch, English, German, Spanish and Italian) 

• Guided tours in 10 languages (French, Dutch, English, German, Spanish, Italian, Greek, 

Japanese, Russian and sign language) 

• European premiere: 1 tablet (with touchscreen) for the deaf and hard of hearing 

• + 10,000 people received a “made to measure” visit (visually impaired, hearing impaired, 

disabled, socially isolated) 

Practical information 

Tuesday > Friday  |  10am > 5pm 

Saturday >  Sunday  |   11am > 6pm  

13.10.2017 > 18.02.2018 : exceptionally open on Mondays  |  10am > 5pm   
 

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium  

3 rue de la Régence   |   1000 Brussels 

https://www.fine-arts-museum.be/en/museums/musee-magritte-museum 
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Press pictures 

Pictures of the Magritte Museum + works of René Magritte can be downloaded here:  

http://down.fine-arts-museum.be/magritte.zip  

VII. Brussels & Flanders commemorate René Magritte 
 

2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the death of René Magritte. Brussels will take 

this opportunity to put the spotlight on its most famous surrealist.  

visit.brussels will present all the activities proposed by its various partners on 

the www.visit.brussels/magritte webpage and in a flyer.  

 

 

The international offices of Visit Flanders will also promote the 

numerous activities of the Tribute Year Magritte. An international press 

trip will also take place in autumn 2017. 

VIII. The Magritte-ceiling at the “Théâtre des Galeries” 
 

During the renovation of the Théâtre 

des Galeries (Galerie du Roi, in the 

Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert in 

Brussels) in 1951, René Magritte 

designed a "cloud" fresco for the 

ceiling of the room. His initial project, 

known by a preparatory gouache, 

foresaw a sky in which many bells 

floated, one of the most frequent 

motifs in the language of Magritte. 

Magritte was asked not to put these 

‘obscure’ symbols in his fresco. He made a painting for the ceiling, without bells, which was 

finally executed during the most recent renovation of the Théâtre in 2016. 

The work of Magritte is finally visible for this year Magritte. The preparatory 

gouache can be seen at the Magritte Museum in Brussels. 

 

Contact : Laure d'Outremont - LDO@grsh.be 
photo © Arnaud Everaerts  

IX. Contacts 

 
 

WPG Editions Belgium 

Kristine Cuypers 

Licensing Manager – WPG Stories 

T +32 (0)3 285.72.35 

kristine.cuypers@wpg.be 
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Knokke-Heist 

Luc De Groote 

Marketing Manager 

T +32 (0)50 630 383 

degroote.luc@knokke-heist.be  

 

Atomium 

Inge Van Eycken  

Communication & Press 

inge.vaneycken@atomium.be 

M +32 (0)479 95 05 94 

 

Magritte Museum 

Isabelle Bastaits 

Communication & External Relations    

T + 32 2 508 34 09  M + 32 479 24 99 04          

Isabelle.bastaits@fine-arts-museum.be 
 

Samir Al-Haddad 

Press 

T + 32 2 508 34 08  M + 32 472 50 00 14 

samir.al-haddad@fine-arts-museum.be 

 

X. Attachments  

 
 

- Press material of WPG Editions Belgium 

- Press material of Knokke-Heist 

- Press material of the Atomium 

- Press material of Visit Brussels  

- Press material of Visit Flanders 

 
 


