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PRESS RELEASE
28.06.2018

The Minimes Festival is moving to the Royal Museums of Fine Arts

Free concerts in the afternoon during summer!

Under the chairmanship of Prince Amaury de Merode, the Centre d’Oeuvres de
Merode organises a new edition of the Minimes Festival from 2. July to 31. August.
For the first time, the series of summer concerts – renamed “Minimes Festival
Museum” will take place at the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium. The brand
new Auditorium 490 will host – for free – music lovers and curious visitors in the
afternoon during this summer, from 12.00 to 12.45 pm (except on weekends and
public holidays).
More than 10,000 participants are expected.

For many years, the Minimes Festival organises classical music concerts in the heart of Brussels,
presenting an eclectic range of genres: soloists and orchestra, chamber music, instruments
and voices…
Major international artists are lending their support, demonstrating thus their confidence in
the Festival. Alongside the masters, young virtuosi headline innovative programmes. In
addition, the Brussels Orchestral Ensemble (resident orchestra of the Festival) will be
presenting the young winners of the Breughel Music Competition during two concerts
(opening and closing of the Festival).

Thanks to all this, our Festival is a unique and particular event!
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And last but not least, in accordance with the spirit in which Abbé Jacques Van der Biest
created the Festival in 1986, today the access to the concerts remains free for all publics.

The Minimes Festival takes place
from 2. July to 31. August (except on
weekends and public holidays)
from 12.00 to 12.45 pm, in Auditorium
490 of the Royal Museums of Fine
Arts of Belgium, accessible by the
Place du Musée, 1000 Brussels.

Entrance of Auditorium 490, at the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of
Belgium, Place du Musée - 1000 Brussels © Kyno

In artistic collaboration with the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, the Breughel Music
Competition and the Ensemble Orchestral de Bruxelles.

What is the Minimes Festival ?

In the summer of 1982, Abbé Van der Biest traveled to Stockholm. Upon arrival in the station,
he and fellow travelers were welcomed by Conservatory students, who offered them free
concerts in the Cathedral at lunchtime. The principle was simple: a beautiful church, short
productions, young artists offering their talent in a wide range of music of all times, places and
genres… In short, inspiring musical relaxing moments in the heart of the city, in the middle of a
harassing day.

As a keen music lover, the Abbé was deeply impressed by the idea and decided to create a
similar festival in his Minimes Church in Brussels. In order to put such an event together, he had
the invaluable assistance of voluntary collaborators and the first festival started in 1986. For 30
years, every summer, music lovers enjoyed lunchtime concerts in the Minimes Church.

A simple concept: renowned musicians and young talents present short concerts every day,
from 12.00 am to 12.45 pm, from 1. July to 31. August (except on weekends and public holidays).

In May 2012, the Centre d’Oeuvres de Merode took the management of this festival over,
with Jacques Vanherenthals as artistic Director.

By summer 2018, the conditions of existence in the Church where the Festival had its roots
became impossible. The Minimes Festival will be warmly welcomed by the Royal
Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium.  Thanks to this new collaboration, the Festival will survive
with all its outstanding qualities and becomes the “Minimes Festival Museum”.
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What are the objectives of the Festival?

Alongside renowned musicians, young talents perform in concerts in a beautiful surrounding.
This is a real opportunity for them to build a reputation and develop their talent within a
festival.
By their presence, the spectators express support and appreciation for the cultural heritage
of composers, the performances of great interpreters and younger artists. They listen to
classical music that gathers various genres and ensembles.

The Centre d’Oeuvres de Merode took the organisation of the summer concerts of the
Minimes Church over in 2012. The second principle of the COM is the integration of
cultures through music in the heart of Brussels, and more particularly in the Marolles
neighbourhood, including at least 80 different nationalities with vastly different cultures.

History of the Minimes Festival

Louis de Merode (1821-1876) and his wife Léonie de Rochechouart-Mortemart
established a Foundation aiming at the benefit of the most needy.
Even before education became compulsory in Belgium, they founded the Saints Louis &
Agathe school, rue Montserrat, thus entitling the Minimes Parish to have a free and catholic
school. Nicknamed “Marmitje School” (cooking pot school), the school offered a daily meal
to the poor children, on the condition that they came to school. The only requirement was to
bring a small cooking pot. To this day, the memory of this “Marmitje” is still present !

In 1932, the Foundation became a non-profit association, in order to be able to enjoy the
benefits of a new legal system for foundations. In 1935, changes in the rules concerning the
school system led to the closure of the school. The non-profit association became “Centre
d’Oeuvres de Merode” (COM), that already had substantial financial assets at that time.
Jean de Merode (+1933) was the first chairman of the COM association. He was succeeded
by his nephew, Louis (+1949), and later by Jean’s son, Amaury de Merode (+ 1980), grand-
maréchal de la Cour, who in turn was succeeded by Alexandre (+ 2002) , a public figure as the
vice-president of the International Olympic Committee. Nowadays, Prince Amaury de
Merode is the current Chairman of the association.

The arrival in 1954 of abbé Jacques Van der Biest as parish priest of the Minimes will mark a
turning point within the community of the Marolles. In 1969, three housing blocks of the
Montserrat street are threatened by destruction in order to enlarge the Court of Justice
building. The population is vehemently against it. The Battle of the Marolles ensued and
after repeated  protest actions, the inhabitants are finally rewarded for their efforts.
During those challenging times, the houses were expropriated anyway but  not
destructed. They were sold to social housing companies and consequently renovated. A
new housing policy arised and in order to give an adequate home to families living in
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precarious conditions, preference is now given to renovation and upgrading of confined
dwellings. No more demolition of the existing housing stock to construct housing towers,
an inhuman solution for people with modest backgrounds who need a direct street
environment.

From 1980 onwards, the erosion in monetary terms affecting the financial assets of the
association which was dedicated to the “Marolliens” since more than a century, a
conversion into real estate took place. This was crucial for the refocusing of capital of the
COM.  Considering the current value of real estate in this neighbourhood, initiated by the
fighting spirit of abbé Van der Biest and the late chairman, Prince Alexandre de Merode.

Several houses have been acquired and renovated. Their use meets a consistent
principle: the ground floor is dedicated to a charity organisation. As an example, the
Comité d’Action des Marolles (CGAM) and the CARIA, a non- profit organisation involved
with continuing education projects, social cohesion and citizenship. The upper floors are
intended for families in difficult situation in exchange for very low rents. The tenants are
thoroughly selected by the Tenants Union, chaired by the Abbé Van der Biest.

Poverty is not just an issue of income. For a variety of reasons, it is mainly due to
problems of employment and housing. Having a proper shelter means security to a
certain degree. This is the primary concern of the Centre d’Oeuvres de Merode.

Far from any possible real estate speculation, but a responsible policy which perpetuates the
tranquility of the most needy Marolliens, there is no better way to illustrate the Merode
family’s motto: “Plus d’Honneur que d’Honneurs” (More Honour than Honours).

- Quote by Chevalier Nicolas van Outryve d’Ydewalle in october 2011 –

In 2012, the Centre d’Oeuvres de Merode takes over the organisation of the summer
concerts of the Minimes Church. In the summer of 2018, compelled to leave the church so
dear to its heart, the Festival is now warmly welcomed in the concert-auditorium of the Royal
Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium. A new perspective is given to the project: gathering
different arts disciplines in one place, painting, sculpture and music.

The artistic direction has been entrusted to Jacques Vanherenthals, virtuoso bassist,
composer and orchestra conductor

Jacques Vanherenthals is in charge of the artistic direction of the Festival des Minimes, since
2016.

He starts his musical career in 1969 as bassist in the Opera of Antwerp, current Opera van
Vlaanderen. Four years later, he enters the Orchestre Symphonique de la RTBF in Brussels,
where he has worked for 15 years.
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From 1987 to 2005, he is the artistic director and permanent conductor of the ensemble of
choirs and orchestra of the Minimes in Brussels, where he conducts 160 cantatas and the major
choral works of Johann Sebastian Bach as well.

Along with his activities as virtuoso, he composes numerous works for bass and creates in
1982 the Brussels Bass Quartet with whom he gives many concerts in Belgium (of whom 300
for the Jeunesses Musicales) and abroad: Louisiana, Quebec, Ontario, France and Italy.

In 1988, he becomes the director of the Music Academy in Nivelles, and a year later of the
Music- Dance and Arts Academy of Forest, were he leads the educational team until 2010. His
educational activities are strengthened by the position of lecturer for chamber music at the
Royal Conservatory of Brussels from 1984 to 2006.

Further to his training as orchestra conductor, he creates in 1994 the Ensemble Orchestral de
Bruxelles (EOB) of which he is up until now the permanent conductor and artistic director.

Within the EOB, Jacques Vanherenthals works with internationally renowned soloists, the
Chapelle Royale Reine Elisabeth, the prestigious school of the Cadre Noir de Saumur and
performs also in international Festivals. Many CD’s reflect the quality of his work, either as
conductor, or as composer. Numerous works for bass have been recorded on CD as well.

The actors of the Festival des Minimes

● Chairman: Prince Amaury de Merode
● Founder of the Festival:  Abbé Jacques Van der Biest
● Artistic Director: Jacques Vanherenthals

...Surrounded by a team of volunteers

Partners and contacts
● Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium

www.fine-arts-museum.be
● Ensemble Orchestral de Bruxelles

www.ensembleorchestraldebruxelles.be
● asbl Breughel Music Competition

www.concoursbreughel.be
(implementation by Music committee of Rotary Club Brussels)

PRESS PICTURES
Images – free of rights – can be downloaded here:
http://down.fine-arts-museum.be/minimes.zip
© Kyno
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

02.07. 2018 > 31.08.2018
www.fine-arts-museum.be
www.festivaldesminimes.be

Address
Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium
Place du Musée |   1000 Brussels
Auditorium 490

Timing
Monday > Friday |  12:00 > 12:45
(except on weekends & public holidays)

CONTACTS

Press
Samir Al-Haddad
T + 32 2 508 34 08  |  M + 32 472 50 00 14
samir.al-haddad@fine-arts-museum.be

Communication
Camille Lemmens
T + 32 2 508 34 09 | M + 32 471 70 35 00
camille.lemmens@fine-arts-museum.be


