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The RMFAB in the global top 100 of Art Museums 
 

With 767,355 visitors in 2015, the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium 

(RMFAB) are within the top 100 of the most popular art museums in the 

world.  

In the special report recently published by The Art Newspaper, this 

attendance record places the RMFAB in the 82nd position worldwide. 

The RMFAB were also included in the ranking of the 50 most visited fine 

arts museums in Europe. In Belgium, the RMFAB remain the No. 1 cultural 

institution. 
 

 
© Ph. Van Gelooven 2015 

 

Record number of visitors 
 

The RMFAB recorded - with their 767,355 visitors -  a 12.5%  increase in the number  of 

visitors compared to 2014 (682,130 visitors). The success of the temporary exhibitions, a 

wider range of activities and the dynamic management of the collections explain this 

outstanding number of visitors. 

 

1. Success of the temporary exhibitions 

Two major exhibitions marked the programme of the RMFAB in 2015. 

The Marc Chagall retrospective which brought together over two hundred works 

loaned by the most prestigious museums in the world (MoMa, Tate, MET, Centre 

Pompidou) welcomed 150,840 visitors in only four months. 
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While the Chagall retrospective broke all records, ”2050. A Brief history of the Future” 

was an especially innovative exhibition. Paintings, sculptures, photographs, videos, 

installations and digital art: over 70 works of contemporary art engaged the public 

about the major societal themes of our period. The backdrop: several visions of the 

future; the time-scale: 2050. It was organized in collaboration with the Louvre Museum, 

and is now presented at the Palazzo Reale in Milan (> 29.05.2016). 

 

2. Wider range of activities 

Many activities accompanied these exhibitions: conferences, seminars, guided tours, 

workshops, etc. Some new initiatives also generated the  public’s interest: such as 

creative workshops, discussions, tours and "meet the artist", offering exclusive 

meetings between the public and some great names of contemporary art (Olga 

Kisseleva, Thu Van Tran, Maarten Vanden Eynde, David Altmejd,…). 

Moreover - and this was a first! – a Patron and "Friend of the Museums" generously 

offered a total of 100 free guided tours to Belgian primary and secondary schools! 

More than 1,386 pupils and students were able to compare their vision of the future to 

the creations of contemporary artists. 

 

Other unusual activities also contributed to enrich the museum experience: 
 

Since March 2015 yoga classes are organized within the museum's exhibition rooms.  

Twice a month the six monumental works created especially for the RMFAB  by Gao 

Xingjian host yoga classes, accessible to everyone (beginners or advanced). Through 

this initiative, the RMFAB aim to encourage the public to rediscover the museum as a 

space dedicated to contemplation.  
 

Every first Wednesday of the month, free access as well as free guided tours ("free 

guides") are available in the various Museum collections.  In collaboration with the ULB 

(University of Brussels), some students in art history have been included  in this project 

which encourages  different audiences to meet. (This activity is free thanks to the 

support of the René Boël Fund). 

 

As a pioneer in the field of “made to measure” activities, the RMFAB offer guided tours 

tailored to the blind and visually impaired, the deaf and hearing impaired and to 

vulnerable audiences. 

In collaboration with refugees associations, several Syrian and Iraqi artists were given 

the opportunity to visit the rich collections of the Museums. 
 

The “Midis de la poésie” and “Midis du cinema” continue their scheduled 

programmes on Tuesdays and Thursdays at noon. This formula continues to attract loyal 

and new fans. 
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3. Dynamic collections 

Through a dynamic management, the Fin-de-Siècle Museum rotates every six months 

some works from its collection, thanks to its many partners. Each semester, a hundred or 

so different works on paper, photographs, objects and documents are featured, in 

close collaboration with the Royal Library of Belgium,  the Royal Theatre  La Monnaie, 

the Royal Museums of Art and History, the Cinematek, Belfius, the Biblioteca 

Wittockiana, the King Baudouin Foundation and the Royal Conservatory of Brussels. This 

is a great opportunity for the public to come and admire some temporary loans or 

fragile works that are rarely exhibited, such as, currently, some unique works by Rops, 

Degas, Renoir, Mellery, Delville, Gauguin, Van Gogh, Signac, Munch, Toulouse-Lautrec, 

Meunier,… 
 

The Magritte Museum also organizes regular rotations of its collection to allow the 

public to discover all aspects of the work and the artist's life. 

In 2015, during the two major Magritte exhibitions in Japan, the Museum welcomed, in 

addition to its rich collection on site, works from the Ixelles Museum, the MAC’s (Grand-

Hornu), the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp (KMSKA), Belfius Bank, AG Insurance, 

ULB (Brussels University) and the Communauté française of Belgium. The San Francisco 

Museum of Modern Art had also given on loan one of Magritte’s iconic painting “Les 

valeurs personnelles” (Personal Values) (1952) until September 2015. A selection of 

surrealist masterpieces from the RMFAB’s modern art collection completed the work 

of René Magritte. Works by Giorgio de Chirico, Max Ernst, Francis Picabia and Paul 

Delvaux were repositioning Magritte in the context of international Surrealism.  
 

Last year the Old Masters Museum hosted some exceptional pieces of silverware 

inspired by Rubens. This loan by the Pierre and Colette Bauchau Fund, which is 

managed by the King Baudouin Foundation, accompanied the new hanging of 

eighteen oil sketches, exclusively from the hand of Rubens from the RMFAB 

collections. 

 

Exciting perspectives for 2016 
 

Despite recent events in Brussels, the public continues to be passionate about our 

museums. Beyond the new security measures (safety gantries, metal detectors, 

personnel training, ...), the many warm messages of support urged us to quickly 

reopen our doors. For many people the Museum represents an import symbol against 

intolerance.   
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The programme of coming months: 

 

• From Floris to Rubens. Master drawings from a Belgian private collection 

(>15.05.2016)  

• Andres Serrano. Uncensored Photographs (>21.08.2016) 

• Andres Serrano: Denizens of Brussels (>30.04.2016) 

• Bruegel, Unseen Masterpieces 

• David Altmejd: Giants (>21.08.2016) 

• Hubert (>17.04.2016) 

 

 

USEFUL LINKS 
 

>  THE ART NEWSPAPER  “Visitors figures 2015” Special report 

>  Pictures illustrating the RMFAB 
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